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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
2/21/2006 has been entered. 

Response to Amendment 

Amendment received on 2/21/2006 is acknowledged and entered. Claims 1-19 
have been canceled. New Claims 20-32 have been added. Claims 20-32 are currently 
pending in the application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Miyashita (US 5,397,883) in view of Sehr (US 6,085,976). 

Clam 20. Miyashita teaches an automatic ticket-examining apparatus, 
comprising: 

a ticket slot into which the ticket is entered (C. 3, L. 15-21 ); 
a pickup port for ejecting the ticket (C. 3, L. 21-24); 
a controller (C. 4, L. 42-43); 
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a first antenna covering a long distance service area (a person sensor with a long 
distance service area) (C. 5, L 4); 

a second antenna covering a nearby service area (an antenna disposed on a 
surface of said ticket examiner) (C. 3, L. 44-52); and 

a communication module which sends a call to a medium of a user 
(communication means (91 ) provided on a surface of said ticket examining apparatus 
(Fig. 1) and based on non-contact electromagnetic contact scheme with a user's 
medium) (C. 3, L. 44-52), 

wherein said controller, in response to detection of the user medium by 
the communication module through the first antenna, receives information of the ticket 
from the user medium (the use of the controller indicates storing data) thereby indicating 
stopping calling to the user medium in response to communication with the medium (C. 
5, L. 1-9). 

Miyashita does not specifically teach that said controller, in response to detection 
of the user medium, requests authentication of the ticket information to a center 
apparatus, and generates printing data based on the ticket information in response to a 
result of the reference that the ticket is valid, 

and wherein the controller, in response to detection of the user medium through 
the second antenna, prints the printing data stored on the controller on a slip using a 
printer to transport the printed slip to the pickup port. 

Sehr teaches a travel system utilizing multi-application passenger card, including 
a passenger station that controls access to a railroad, said station is equipped with 
smart card reader/writer units; a travel center that provides the computerized means for 
the selection, payment and issuance of passenger cards (means for issuing a ticket), 
said travel center coupled to said station; and Bank/Financial Institution that facilitates 
the electronic process between the passenger and travel centers (service provider), 
said Bank/Financial Institution is coupled to said travel center (Fig. 2; C. 7, L. 25-57); 
and Encrypt/Decrypt means for encrypting or decrypting uploaded or downloaded card- 
related data (C. 19, L. 6-12), and means for issuing a ticket (C. 7, L. 31), wherein user's 
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medium is referred to upon exiting of said user at the passenger station. (C. 23, L. 42- 
46). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to modify 
Miyashita to include means connected to a financial institution for decrypting said 
collected information and making a settlement based on said evaluation through said 
financial institution, as disclosed in Sehr, because it would advantageously provide 
security for the system by preventing possible financial fraud. And it would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to modify Miyashita and Sehr to include 
means for issuing a ticket, as disclosed in Sehr, because it would provide convenience 
for the passenger to obtain a new ticket at the gate if a passenger's old ticket is 
unacceptable. 

Claim 21. Same reasoning as applied to Claim 20. 

Claim 22. Said system, wherein the sensor is an optical sensor (Miyashita; C. 3, 
L. 53-55). 

Claim 23. Said system, further comprising a gate (Miyashita; Fig. 1 ; C. 3, L. 12- 

14). 

Claims 24-29 and 31-32. Same reasoning as applied to Claim 20. Information as 
to certain functionalities disclosed by the "wherein" clauses, indicates the intended use 
of the system, and does not recite a structural element. So as claimed invention is 
directed to a system, said language is given no patentable weight. 

MPEP 2106 (II) (C) states: "Language that suggests or makes optional but does 
not require steps to be performed or does not limit a claim to a particular structure does 
not limit the scope of a claim or claim limitation." 

Claim 30. Sehr teaches that the user medium is an IC card (C. 6, L. 15-25). 
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Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 2/21/2006 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

In response to applicant's argument that the prior art fails to disclose a pluralilty 
of antennas of which the covering service area are different from each other, it is noted 
that Miyashita does, in fact, disclose this feature. Specifically Miyashita teaches a first 
antenna covering a long distance service area (a person sensor with a long distance 
service area) (C. 5, L. 4); and a second antenna covering a nearby service area (an 
antenna disposed on a surface of said ticket examiner) (C. 3, L. 44-52). 

In response to applicant's argument that the prior art fails to disclose that the 
ticket examiner includes means for issuing (printing) a ticket to the user of the user 
medium, it is noted that Sehr teaches a passenger station that controls access to a 
railroad, said station is equipped with smart card reader/writer units (ticket examiners), 
and a travel center coupled to said station that provides means for issuance of 
passenger cards (means for issuing a ticket), (Fig. 2; C. 7, L. 25-57). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Igor Borissov whose telephone number is 703-305- 
4649. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Weiss can be reached on 703-308-2702. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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